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IN THE CLAIMS 

These replacement claims replace all prior versions of the claims in this application. 

1. (currently amended) A method for processing a multi-part form document across a 
communications network comprising a first access device, a second access device, and a form 
server, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one request for an operator of the first access device to process the 
multi-part form document; 

determining whether the operator of the first access device is authorized to process the 
multi-part form document; 

providing at least one image of the multi-part form document to be viewed by the 
operator of the first access device; 

receiving at least one response from the operator of the first access device including 
information used to complete a first portion of t he multi-part form document; 

determining whether the-an operator of the second access device is authorized to process 
the multi-part form document; 

providing at least one image of the multi-part form document to be viewed by the 
operator of the second access device; and 

receiving at least one response from the operator of the second access device including 
information used to complete a second portion of the multi-part form document. 

2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein at least part of the information received from the 
operator of the first access device and at least part of the information received from the operator 
of the second access device associated are recorded in a database. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of determining whether the 
operator of the first access device is authorized to process the multi-part form document includes 
receiving information to identify ef-the operator of the first access device. 
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4. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the information to identify the operator of the first 
access device includes a password. 

5. (original) The method of claim 3 wherein the information to identify the operator of the first 
access device includes information obtained from a credentialing input device. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim 3 wherein the step of determining whether the 
operator of the second access device is authorized to process the multi-part form document 
includes receiving information to identify the operator of the second access device. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the information to identify identity the 
operator of the second access device includes a password. 

8. (original) The method of claim 6 wherein the information to identify the operator of the 
second access device includes information obtained from a second credentialing input device. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the information received from the operator of the 
first access device includes a digital signature. 

10. (original) The method of claim 9 wherein the information received from the operator of the 
second access device includes a digital signature. 

1 1 . (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the first access device includes at least one 
encryption application. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the second access device includes at least one 
encryption application. 

13. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 further including the steps of determining 
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whether the information used to complete the multi-part form document received from the 
operator of the first access device is valid and whether the information used to complete the 
multi-part form document received from the operator of the second access device is valid. 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the multi-part form document has 
multiple sections and further including the steps of determining which sections of the multi-part 
form document the operator of the first access device is permitted to populate before receiving 
the at least one response from the operator of the first access device including information used 
to complete the multi-part form document and determining which sections of the multi-part form 
document the operator of the second access device is permitted to populate before receiving the 
at least one response from the operator of the second access device including information used to 
complete the multi-part form document. 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the multi-part form document has 
multiple sections and further including the steps of determining which sections of the multi-part 
form document the operator of the first access device is permitted to populate after receiving the 
at least one response from the operator of the first access device including information used to 
complete the multi-part form document and determining which sections of the multi-part form 
document the operator of the second access device is permitted to populate after receiving the at 
least one response from the operator of the second access device including information used to 
complete the multi-part form document. 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein a date and time that the at least one 
response from the operator of the first access device including information used to complete the 
multi-part form document is received are recorded in a database. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 16 wherein a date and time that the at least one 
response from the operator of the second access device including information used to complete 
the multi-part form document is received are recorded in a database. 
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18. (original) The method of claim 12 wherein the form server includes firewall and encryption 
and decryption capability. 

19. (currently amended) A method for processing an electronic multi-part form document across 
a communications network comprising a first access device, a second access device and a form 
server, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one request requesting to process the multi-part form document through 
a first access device operated by a representative of a supplier of medical equipment, the at least 
one request requesting to process the multi-part form document through a first access device 
including information to uniquely identify the supplier and representative of the supplier; 

providing the representative of the supplier with at least one image of the multi-part form 
document; 

receiving information from the representative of the supplier including information used 
to complete a first portion of the multi-part form document; 

receiving at least one request requesting to process the multi-part form document through 
a second access device operated by a representative of a physician, the at least one request 
requesting to process the multi-part form document through a second access device including 
information to uniquely identify the physician and representative of the physician; 

determining whether the at least one representative of the physician is authorized to view 
the multi-part form document and providing the representative of the physician with an image of 
the multi-part form document if the representative of the physician is authorized to view the 
multi-part form document; and 

receiving information from the representative of the physician including information used 
to complete a second portion of the multi-part form document. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 19 wherein the at least one representative of the 
physician includes is_the physician. 
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21 .(currently amended) The method of claim 20 further including ef-the step of receiving a 
digital signature from the physician. 

22. (original) The method of claim 21 wherein at least part of the information received from the 
representative of the supplier and at least part of the information received from the representative 
of the physician are recorded in a database after receiving the digital signature from the 
physician. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22 wherein the date and time that the digital signature from 
the physician is received are recorded in the database. 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 21 further including the steps: 

receiving at least one additional request to process the multi-part form document by the at 
least one representative of a physician; 

receiving additional information from the at least one representative of the physician used 
to complete the multi-part form document; receiving an additional digital signature from the 
physician; 

recording at least part of the additional information received from the representative of 
the physician in the database after receiving the additional digital signature from the physician. 

25. (original) The method of claim 24 wherein a first date and time that the digital signature from 
the physician is received are recorded in the database and wherein a second date and time that 
the additional digital signature from the physician is received are recorded in the database. 

26. (original) The method of claim 20 wherein the information uniquely identifying the 
representative of the supplier includes a password. 

27. (original) The method of claim 20 wherein at least part of the information uniquely 
identifying the representative of the supplier is determined from a credentialing input device. 
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28. (original) The method of claim 26 wherein the information uniquely identifying the 
representative of the physician includes a password. 

29. (original) The method of claim 27 wherein at least part of the information uniquely 
identifying the representative of the physician is determined from a credentialing input device. 

30. (currently amended) The method of claim 20 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one request to access the multi-part form document from the form 
server from a third access device operated by a representative of a third party payor, the at least 
one request from the third access device including information to uniquely identify the third 
party payor and representative of the third party payor; 

determining whether the at least one representative of the physician is authorized to 
access the multi-part form document and providing the representative of the physician with the 
contents of the multi-part form document if the representative of the third party is authorized to 
access the multi-part form document. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 20 further including the steps of determining 
which sections of the multi-part form document that the representative of the supplier is 
permitted to populate before receiving information from the representative of the supplier 
including information used to complete the multi-part form document and determining which 
sections of the multi-part form document that the representative of the physician is permitted to 
populate before receiving information from the representative of the physician including 
information used to complete the multi-part form document. 

32. (currently amended) The method of claim 20 further including the steps of determining 
which sections of the multi-part form document that the representative of the supplier is 
permitted to populate after receiving information from the representative of the supplier 
including information used to complete the multi-part form document and determining which 
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sections of the multi-part form document that the representative of the physician is permitted to 
populate after receiving information from the representative of the physician including 
information used to complete the multi-part form document. 

33. (currently amended) A method for processing multi-part form documents across a 
communications network comprising a first access device, a second access device and a form 
server, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a physician with an application to process at least one of the multi-part form 
documents from the form server, verifying the physician's license status, determining whether 
the application should be approved and providing the physician with at least one key to access 
the at least one of the multi-part form documents from the form server if the application is 
approved; and 

providing at least one representative of a supplier with a second application to process at 
least one of the multi-part form documents from the form server, determining whether the 
application should be approved and providing the at least one representative of the supplier with 
at least one key to access the at least one of the multi-part form documents from the form server 
if the application is approved. 

34. (currently amended) The method of claim 33 further comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one request requesting to process one of the at least one of the multi- 
part form documents through a first access device operated by the at least one representative of a 
supplier, the at least one request requesting to process one of the at least one of the multi-part 
form documents through the first access device including information to uniquely identify the 
supplier and representative of the supplier; 

determining whether the at least one representative of the supplier is authorized to 
process the multi-part form document and providing the representative of the supplier with an 
image of the multi-part form document; 

receiving information from the at least one representative of the supplier including 
information used to complete the multi-part form document; 
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receiving at least one request requesting to process one of the at least one of the multi- 
part form documents through a second access device operated by the at least one representative 
of a physician, the at least one request requesting to process one of the at least one of the multi- 
part form documents through the second access device including information to uniquely identify 
the physician and representative of the physician; 

determining whether the at least one representative of the physician is authorized to view 
the multi-part form document and providing the representative of the physician with an image of 
the multi-part form document; and 

receiving information from the representative of the physician including information used 
to complete the multi-part form document. 

35. (currently amended) A system for processing a multi-part form document comprising: 

a first access device; 

a second access device; and 

a form server connected to the first access device and connected to the second access 
device over a communication network wherein the form server is operative with the first access 
device and second access device to: 

determine if an operator of the first access device is authorized to populate at least 
one section of the multi-part form; 

receive information used to populate the at least one section of the multi-part form 
from the first access device and store at least part of the information received from the 
first access device in at least one file; 

determine if an operator of the second access device is authorized to populate at 
least one additional section of the multi-part form; 

receive information used to populate the at least one additional section of the 
multi-part form from the second access device and store at least part of the information 
received from the second access device in the at least one file. 

36. (currently amended) The system of claim 35 wherein the form server is operative with the 
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first access device to send information included in the multi-part form to the operator of the first 
access device after receiving a request to process the multi-part form document by the operator 
of the first access device. 

37. (original) The system of claim 36 wherein the form server is operative with the second access 
device to send information included in the multi-part form to the operator of the second access 
device after receiving a request to process the multi-part form by the operator of the second 
access device. 

38. (currently amended) The method of claim 20 wherein the electronic multi-part form 
document is an electronic Certificate of Medical Necessity. 

39. (original) The method of claim 38 wherein the electronic Certificate of Medical Necessity 
includes a first section, a second section, a third section and a fourth section. 

40. (currently amended) The method of claim 39 further comprising the step of recording the 
information received from the representative of the supplier and the information received from 
the representative of the physician is used to create a completed electronic Certificate of Medical 
Necessity. 

41 . (original) The method of claim 40 wherein only the information received from the 
representative of the physician is used to complete the second section of the electronic Certificate 
of Medical Necessity and wherein only the information received from the representative of the 
supplier is used to complete the third section of the electronic Certificate of Medical Necessity 
and wherein only the information received from the physician is used to complete the fourth 
section of the electronic Certificate of Medical Necessity. 



